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RAY ASHCROFT  SCORES THIRD

CONSECUTIVE P.R. OFFICER OF

THE YEAR AWARD 
By Ray Ashcroft,

V.P. Marketing & Public

Relations

Editor’s Note: Ray Ashcroft

wrote this article about the

O ra n g e  E m p i re  C h o ru s

winning the Society PR award,

but we all know that he’s the

one who won the award, and

for very good reasons. That’s

why I changed the headline.

Please forgive me,  Ray.

Each year, the Association

o f  P u b l i c  R e la t io n s

Officers and Bulletin Editors,

(PROBE), Barbershop Harmony

Socie ty,  inv i tes worldwide

choruses to submit their public

relations programs for judging

and rates the best in the world.

Two individual awards are used to select the best. They

include, “Best Year Long Effort” and “Best Single Event

Effort.” A chorus PR officer can qualify every two years,

and with only one “Single” or “Year Long “effort each

year.

This Year, Fullerton*s Orange Empire Chorus, was

honored by being awarded “Best Single Event of the Year.”

And the third year, in a

row, that our chorus has

been honored for best

PR Program in the

Barbershop Harmony

Society!

W h a t  a  “ S in g le

Event of the Year” our

Fan tas tic , Fun tastic ,

Fintastic, Fifties show

was.  The “G” rated

family show represented

an era that I knew all

too well.

During those years, I

wrote a song called,

“How Can You Be So

Sweet.” It described my

Ohio University pinned

sweetheart Mary Ruth

and compared her to

many sweet candies and ice creams that we enjoyed on

campus. I was the pops vocalist that recorded the song with

Dick Buntz*s 18 piece dance band. Little did I realize, at the

time, that I would be singing to her one more time with a

barbershop quartet called “The Good Time Guys.” That

was made possible by Hershel*s musical arrangement using

a Four Freshmen chord ending. The song would be sung,    
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