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CHRISTMAS CABARET CHEER

OEC SPrReADS Joy Up TO THE MAXIMUM

By Art Clayton,
Chairman, Christmas Cabaret

hnny Mercer would have been

leased. On that first weekend in
December all we did was accentuate the
positive, eliminate the negative, and we
didn't mess with mister in-between. |
believe we also proved Victor Herbert
wrong. Though most of us passed through
the borders of toy land all too many
decades ago, we are able to return again -
and again - and again. We are the Number
Fun chapter. Our cabaret audiences keep
coming back because of that as well as our
musical celebration of Christmas. Many of
our somewhat inactive members seem to
return for this event as well.

Our theme for this year's show was
“Joy to The World.” From my perspective
it was a very joyous occasion. Here's to the kid in all of us,
and a big thank you to each and every one of you for doing
what had to be done to make it all work. And a special
thank you to all those who quickly changed into costume to
parade through the audience and set up our Toyland
sequence.

My report on our cabaret show often concludes with
something like: “Finally, | would like to thank Nancy for
her invaluable assistance, understanding, patience and
tolerance,” etc., etc. | decided that this year | should be
right up front about it. | need to confess that in so many
ways, it is Nancy who makes our cabaret the success that it
is. You would have to see her three ring binder and look at

The Cabaret Co-conspirators,
Art and Nancy Clayton

Clayton Archives

the items listed in the count down days to
show time to fully understand how all the
little things that need to be done, get done.
I may be the one you see -AND HEAR, but
she is the one choreographing the steps
leading up to the event. This was our
thirteenth year. | obviously must enjoy
doing these cabaret shows. The end
product is worth the effort. The process is
worth the effort because my partner makes
it so and | can’t thank her enough.

We must also thank all the Orange
Blossoms for their invaluable contribution
and | hope al of our members have
appropriately done so(lI'll  wait). The
cabaret simply could not succeed without
them. Then there is Millicent Cook. This
isoneincredible, capable |ady.

We al know how much she contributes
to the cabaret and all the other chapter functions, but I
would like to share one example of her conscientious
commitment to our chapter. After testing various entrees
for this year's show, we had selected the manicotti from
Lomeli’s. However, we were not sure how it would hold
and set until it was time to be served. We decided we
should do atest run. We would have a half order prepared
in the early afternoon, then have it sit for ninety minutes
before serving.

Millicent has responsibilities with a theater group in Big
Bear that has a show that runs during our cabaret. Because
of that, she could not come with Tom on the Tuesday
before Thanksgiving so she agreed to run the test on the
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when he came in, and look where he is now — our chapter
The Prez Sez
. -y secretary! And he’'s going to be a good onel!
Wh at a rl d e It S b een ' In case you've been daydreaming your way through this
By Ken Klein, article, there’s a message here, fellows. The best chapter
President members don’t just join and fend for themselves. They are

hen | joined the Fullerton
Chapter back in the early
‘90’s | had no idea | was throwing
in with such a bunch of superstars!

We've always been known as a
fun chapter, but our leadership
team has included some of the

hardest working and most
dedicated fellows |I've ever
known. How easy it was to

become awed by Art Clayton, Al
Bell, Deane Scoville, Kent
Fossum and others who took the
reigns of the chapter, and/or its
major projects, and made things
happen that other chapters can only dream about. And
what fantastic efforts we see from Gene Renck, our
Chorus Manager, and Pete Saputo, the go-to guy who not
only sees to anything the chapter needs, but manages the
outreach to the area youth. We are also blessed with the
cream of the crop in Dick Cote, the Society’s best bulletin
editor, Ray Ashcroft, who in my opinion puts the rest of
the Society to shame with his publicity campaigns, and
Howard Wood, who carefully crafts the image of the
chapter in the community. The list goes on and on, with
luminaries it would take the best part of a page to list.

Ken Klein
Joan Golding Photo

These fellows have always been stand outs to me, but
what was most important when | first came in was how |
was treated by those with whom | would be working the
closest in the baritone section. When | first joined | was
taken under the wing of the late Dan Benson and Al Bell.
I will always remember their encouragement and
friendship in those early days. It's probably what
cemented my relationship with the chapter.

When Sandie and | had to take a sabbatical in 1996, to
run a major committee for the 50" National Square Dance
Convention, it was Kent Fossum who diligently sent me
notes from time to time encouraging me to return when |
could. When the convention was over in 2001 | came
back. Thistime it was Stan Tinkle who mentored me, and
made sure | was again made an integral part of the baritone
section.

It has been my goal based on those experiences to try
and be a good mentor to new arrivals in the baritone
section. Stan and | both worked on Bob Calderwood

welcomed, mentored and groomed by those in their section
who are experienced and can guide them along through the
early stages of their membership.

By the time this goes to print and gets distributed, the
A&R Banquet will be history, but the messages given at
that event will, | hope, become the goals for each member
of the chorus. We are working on a new member
orientation guide that will be key to familiarizing new
prospects with the workings of the chapter, but the biggest
part of the job is up to each and every one of us who has a
new member joining their section. Even though we have
the best director ever in Craig Ewing, we can’t expect him
to be the only one who builds a fire under the new
members when they first come in. It's up to each of usto
be a part of that effort. Put forth that effort, and it will be
rewarded guys! And Fullerton will grow, not just in size,
but in achievement. We will go where we want to go, and
by golly, we'll have fun along the way. 7

The Past Prez Sez -

A look back at 2006

By Deane Scoville,
2006 Chapter PREZ

ongratulations to our latest

BOTM winners. The
“Barbershopper of the Month” for
November was Gene Renck. If you
need to refresh your memory on his
activities, please reread Dick
Cote’s marvelous article on the
front page of the November/
December 2006 issue of the
Clippin’s. Gene, you are a gem.

Deane Scoville
The December BOTM winner Kay Cote Photo
was Art Clayton for his undying

devotion in handling the preparation for the 13"
consecutive major success as Chairman of the 2006
Christmas Cabaret. It is impossible to describe what Art
goes through each year to prepare for this event. Only Art
could adequately narrate his activities necessary to get the
job done. That is enough about Art, but | would be remiss
if |1 failed to mention Nancy Clayton. Art's roommate for
many years is also intimately involved in the preparation
details for the cabaret. If the chapter had a BOTM Award
for wives of chapter members, she surely would deserve
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that honor for her support and hard work to get ready
for the cabaret and also to help Art maintain his sanity.

Listed below is a recap of our chapter activities that
took place in 2006. | suggest that all the members of the
chapter look for the one missing event that | failed to
mention. You will all be delighted to know that | put
this list in the Clippin’s rather than narrating it at the
Awards and Installation Banquet.

b Jan 13 - Awards & Installation Dinner — BOTY Bill
Bowring

) Feb 10/14 - Singing Valentines — Another winner, thanks
to Art, Nancy, Joan, Barbara, the quartet singers, all
those who sold Valentines and all of our clients.

) Mar 24 — George Helmer memorial service — All the
President’s Men sang.

) Apr 1 - Hi-Fidelity wins Harmony Sweepstakes Regional

Competition.
) Apr 8 — Hi-Fidelity qualifies for International Quartet
Contest

) Apr 15 — SoCal Novice Contest, two Fullerton quartets
sang in the contest

> Apr 22 — Annual Show SHOWBOAT SHENANIGANS —
What a Blast!

) Apr 25— Guest night, many of our ladies and other guests
were there

) Apr 28 — A Night in Fullerton, one show for one hour

) May 5 — OEC sang at memorial service for Rita Imus at
First Presbyterian Church.

) May 6 — Hi-Fidelity WINS 2006 Harmony Sweepstakes
National a capella championship.

) May 6/7 — Railroad Days — Tuesday Night Quartet, The
Good Time Guys and Highlight represented the OEC.

) May 11 — OEC sang at Veteran's Hospital in Long Beach

) May 13 — SCE Chorus contest, we qualified with 44 men

on stage
b  May 29 - Chorus performance on Memorial Day at
Melrose Abbey.

) June 17 — Fullerton Chapter hosted a successful quartet
work shop for eight quartets.

) June 25 — OEC performed at Nixon Library

b July2/9 — International Convention in Indianapolis

) July 18 — 90" Birthday Party for Stan French

) Aug 26 — Harmony Under the Stars was a rousing
success at Pearson Park.

) Sep4 - OEC was back at Nixon Library.

) Sep 24 — Fullertones had 22 men sing for Pearl Harbor

Survivors, which includes Leon.

> Oct 6/7 — FWD Convention & Contests in San Jose;
Fullerton improved from 2005

) Nov 18 — COTS, Fullerton had 13 men at Redlands,
which was more than any other chapter in the entire
district.

) Dec1&2-13" Annual Christmas Cabaret-Another great
experience.

) Dec 10 — OEC performance for Wisdom Seekers of
Eastside Christian Church at Four Points Sheraton Hotel.

) Dec 25 — Roger Imus passed away, about eight months
after his wife Rita.

) Jan 8,’'07 — OEC sang at funeral services for Roger.

The good news is that this is my last article as your
chapter president.

Sing well, sing barbershop and have fun! 7

Music Scholarship
Program

By Hershel Green,
V.P. Music

he Orange Empire Chorus

Tis very active in the
Fullerton community. We are
proud to report that for almost 50
years we have been a factor in
presenting a form of music that is
first, American and second
pleasing to the ear. And of course,
we don’'t plan to stop anytime
soon. Every year in February we
present our Singing Valentine
project. Then we give our annual
show in the spring. We follow that Hershel Green
with our Pearson Park show under Joan Golding Photo
the stars in the summer. Finally to
top off the year of planned performances we present the
Cabaret Show in early December to kick off the Christmas
season. These performances are all “G” rated. We charge for
admission for our shows and almost all our proceeds go back
into the community, usually to the schools. In between we sing
alot of songs.

| started singing barbershop style when | was 15 years old. |
picked up three other guys out of our church choir and we
started harmonizing to songs like “Let Me Cal You
Sweetheart” or “My Wild Irish Rose” and it took off from
there. Not very many people in the society start out the way |
did, they just like to sing and raise money (not necessarily in
that order).

This is a long way around getting to the subject, but |
wanted you to know how we got started with our projects. We
are for the first time offering three $1000.00 scholarships to
serious music students who plan to go on and study music.
These scholarships are open to high school and college students
up to the age of 24. The students must present a brief essay not
more than 750 words describing his’her goals. They must have
a recommendation from a high school, a college music
department or from a private music teacher. The student will
perform in front of a panel of judges to determine who receives
the scholarships and the winners will perform in front of the
Orange Empire Chorus at some time in the future.

| have talked with many people who have studied music and
they all stated a scholarship such as this would have been
wonderful to help them in their studies. Hopefully this
scholarship program will be effective and continue for a long
time to come. A
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QUARTET ACTIVITY

Fullerton Chapter
Puts the “Q”

In “Barbershop Harmony Society”

By Art Clayton,
Chairman, Quartet Activities

M issing in my Cabaret Show
report was any reference to our
quartets’ contribution to the evening. |
can say it with two words -“IT’S BIG,”
but it is deserving of more coverage than
that.

Once the patrons walk through the
doors of the Fullerton Senior Center,
they are greeted with the sights and
sounds of quartets entertaining their
family, friends and fans. Organized and
pick up quartets sing at just about every
table, and in some cases, it is quite a
challenge to get through the packed
facility. It's our way of saying welcome
to our party. Get ready for afun-filled evening.

Art Clayton
Joan Golding Photo

Quartets have always played a major part in rounding out our
show and this year was no exception. We had the boys from the
Emerald Isle and the foursome from South of the border to
contribute to our “Joy to The World” theme, and MOSAIC took
on the Herculean assignment of performing the “Medley of
World Carols,” and what a marvelous job they did.

Once we settled on the Toyland part of the show, we were
able to intersperse several of our quartets with their supportive
songs into that segment of the performance. We still had four
quartets to provide the time for costume changing after Twelve
Days.

There were nine quartets this year. That represents many
extra hours working on songs with a limited shelf life. Thanks to
all the quartets for putting in the additional effort.

The good news is that the chapter quartets who know the
chorus repertoire as well as their own holiday songs are well
prepared with an exciting holiday performance package. |
personally know of four quartet combinations who covered
several gigs this month where the requestor only wanted holiday
music. By retrieving “Silver Bells” “We Need a Little
Christmas” and “It's Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christmas”
from previous years, they had eleven solid songs.

Except for February, December is clearly the busiest month
for quartet gigs. For example, this season quartets have sung for
a public employees retirees’ group (for at least the third time in
recent years), a strip mall Christmas event, a holiday dinner
meeting for a chapter of the Guild for The Performing Arts, a
lending institution’s Christmas party, three different Elk
functions, a Kiwanis luncheon, a German Christmas party at the
Phoenix Club, a Continuing Learning Experience Class at Cal

State, an evening in Old Town Yorba Linda, three Christmas
luncheons at Walnut Manor, a medical staff party, a Child
Guidance Luncheon, a Rotary Club Dinner, an auto mechanics
organization dinner meeting, and a women’'s group of several
hundred ladies at the Costa M esa Country Club. There was also
a party for alady celebrating her 100th birthday.

There could have been more, but from the numbers | was able
to accumulate, during the 25 days between November 29 and
December 23 there were at least 25 quartet performances with
twelve quartet configurations using twenty-three singers. Our
active quartets are able to use substitutes this time of year
because of our solid base of Christmas Season repertoire. It is
what we have in mind for the Fullertones, but that’s a subject for
alater date. Next up is Singing Valentines.

Stay tuned. 7

Jean Clark Service
Award

For Soroptimist of Fullerton
Presented to

Ann Patrick-Green
By Hershel Green

he Jean Clark Service

Award honors the
oldest active Soroptimist in the
Fullerton Club. It is presented
to an active member who has
been outstanding throughout
their time in the Fullerton
chapter.

The award for the vyear
2006-2007 was presented to
my wife, Ann Patrick-Green.

Ann Patrick-Green with

her latest award.
Hershel Green Photo

Ann has been in the
Soroptimist Club of Fullerton
for 25 years and during that
time she has been President, 1990-1991,with the major project of
the administration to support Women's Transitional Living
Center. She also traveled to Japan on a goodwill trip as
President, visiting Kyoto for the Soroptimist convention and
Fullerton’s sister city Fukui. She has also served as M embership
V.P., Recording Secretary, three years as Director, two years as
Public Relations Chair, and Chair of International Goodwill and
Understanding. She has been the pianist at every style show, and
gives of her musical talent whenever possible. Additionally she
received an award for the project known as “M aking a Difference
for Women,” and perhaps most important is just being her nice,
helpful self.

Ann has lived in the Fullerton area for over forty years. She
continues her busy piano teaching schedule and concert
performances as well as being the Coordinator of Music at the
Richard Nixon Library and Birthplace in Y orba Linda. 7
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In Memoriam

ROGER MERLYN IMUS
SEPTEMBER 29, 1939 - DECEMBER 25, 2006

oger Imus, a long time member of the Orange
Empire Chorus, lost his battle with pancreatic
cancer on Christmas Day, 2006.

The year 2006 was a particularly difficult one for
Roger. He and his beloved wife, Rita, had moved to Lake
Arrowhead with dreams of things to do in their retirement.
Unfortunately, it was not to be. Rita had a recurrence of
cancer and passed away in April 2006. Shortly after, Roger
was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer which took his life,

far too prematurely.

Roger leaves two daughters, Valerie Imus and Sheila
Potter (son-in-law David), stepson Ron McDonald,
stepdaughter Susan Christensen, and four grandchildren. He
also leaves a brother, Lynn Imus and sister-in-law, Lois
Y eh.

Memorial services were held on January 8, 2007 at the
First Presbyterian Church, Fullerton. Some thirty members
of the Orange Empire Chorus gathered to pay tribute to
Roger, a revered chorus member. Under the direction of
Craig Ewing the chorus sang “Let There Be Peace on
Earth” and “1 Believe.”

Rest in peace, Roger and Rita.

Submitted by Dick Cote

Roger Imus,

‘Man of Note’
An Appreciation

By Lee Anderson
hen | first met Roger, it was around 1995 and he
was the physical plant manager at Fritz

Companies in Carson. | was a contractor there at the time,
and my work area was outside his office. He was always
impeccably dressed, and even when casual Fridays were
declared, he defined the term ‘Business Casual’.

It was a huge job being in charge of everything from the
wax on the floor to the gravel on the roof of a 10-acre
300,000 square foot warehouse and distribution facility.
He took it all in stride, and was always controlled, firm and
fair with all of the people he encountered during the day.
One day, a forklift operator knocked a sprinkler head from

the fire system in the warehouse. Before the water was
shut off, a few thousand dollars of product was drowned.
No big deal. Roger gave him the nickname of ‘Rain Man’
and then sent him off for the mandatory drug test.

One lunch time, |
happened to meet up
with him on the patio,
and we struck up a
conversation.

| asked, “Doing
anything exciting this
weekend?” He replied
that he was going to
Bakersfield to compete
in a district competition
for barbershop chor-
uses. After all the usual
‘wow’ questions about
what part do you sing,
how many guys and such, he invited me to a meeting.

Rita and Roger Imus
Hugh Collins Photo

Well, after a few weeks, it was time for the installation
banquet, so Patti and | accompanied Rita and Roger to the
festivities at Angelo’s and Vinci’s. We were joined at our
table by Dick and Joanne Bobo and had a wonderful
evening. For all you historians out there, Buck 39 was the
featured quartet.

That night started a great friendship, and just plain old
good fun. Because of my subsequent membership in the
Society, Roger received his “Man of Note.” That is how |
will remember him. It's rather ironic that the term
describes him so well.

There was always a good balance between his personal
and professional goals. Family was first with Roger. | don’t
think he missed any opportunities to be with them. He
never said it, but | know that when he was at work, he
wanted to be with Rita, and when he was with Rita, he did
not want to leave her.

He would always speak about his and Rita's desire to
retire to Lake Arrowhead. After Fritz was acquired by
UPS, Roger started looking for opportunities to be closer to
the mountains. The retirement target date was approaching
and he wanted to be nearer to the destination. Chino,
Ontario, San Bernardino and Victorville were all
possibilities. Keep the eye on the prize!

Well, their dreams became reality, and they made it
back up the hill to Arrowhead. It was short lived. Rita was
once again stricken with cancer and would not recover this
time.

| know they are together again, in each others arms, at
their favorite lakeside spot. £





































